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best the Chinese workers, rubber planters and traders
could be reached. They live mostly on the numerous rivers
which flow from central Borneo, like the irregular spokes
of a huge wheel. .

We mapped out our itinerary and began. In the two
months allowed by John Chen’s pass we gathered together
a handful of Chinese believers at a little place called Lawas
(nearby is the headquarters station of the Borneo Evan-
gelical Mission, which ministers to the native Dyaks and
Malays).

Little knowing what the future held, this little handful
were left to their own devices, while John and I returned to
our homelands, I to England, John to China. We had
planned a concerted attack upon the Chinese of North
Borneo. I returned in 1955 to Hong Kong with the object
of helping John get a passport to Borneo. Time passed
rapidly. Various objections were raised by the authorities
and John’s passport was held up. We mourned about the
few believers; how we wanted to help them, and establish
as we imagined, a strong Chinese church. While we waited
in Hong Kong I opened two clinics there. It became
obvious after waiting two years that it was doubtful
whether the British authorities would allow John Chen
or any other Chinese into Sarawak or North Borneo. I
am afraid we gave up hope and, of course, thought that
without our help our few Chinese believers would by now
be scattered; the little work we had done was worthless
and finished. But why? Had we not begun as an act of
faith ? Did not St. Paul do work in this way?
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I thought of the believers at Derbe and Lystra. How long
did Paul and Barnabus work among them? How soon the
two apostles passed on, and when they left, far from the
believers begging them to stay and build a church-building
there, on the contrary they were filled with joy and the Holy
Ghost at their departure. Why did not this happen to us?
Why did it not happen as I had seen it happen in North
China, while I was with the Ye-Su Chia-ting? Why did it
not happen ? But it did.

In November, 1956, I received a letter from the Chairman
of the Borneo Evangelical Mission at Lawas. He wrote,
“We now have here a Chinese church of more than thirty
believers, meeting regularly and managing all their own
affairs.”

How had God wrought in our absence, and how contrary
to all our expectations, exceeding abundantly above all we
asked or thought! How John and I bless God that we could
not return, or we might have spoiled the work of God!

I knew all this in theory; I knew that believers must be
left to the Holy Spirit, if they are to grow, but still we
wanted to do it and take the place of the Holy Spirit,
“It is God that worketh in us both to will and do of His
good pleasure.” So here is the answer to those who have
asked me: “How to preach that an indigenous church may
be formed.”

Here is a church which knows nothing of foreign money,
but needs the help that St. Paul gave of prayer and written
epistles, Mr. Belcher also adds that the faithful Mr. Liang,
the lay reader from Labuan, also goes across on occasion
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to minister to them. This is necessary, as his is the Chinese
dialect that is common in the district.

Thus by following apostolic example the establishment
of an indigenous church is still possible to us missionaries
at this point in world and church history. May it become a
common practice, a normal missionary operation.



